NiMbus news brief

2025 YEAR-END HIGHLIGHTS

We Have Arrived:
Announcing Our Napa Expansion!

After two decades of igniting artistic expression across the
Napa Valley, our vision for expansion has gloriously come to
life! That's right, our Nimbus Arts Riverside Studio at 101 South
Coombs Street is OPEN!

This new satellite studio is already a vibrant hub for all our

2 beloved art classes and expe-
riences. Crucially, it allows us
to grow our vital teen men-
toring programs, including
Free Teen Wednesday Open
Studios. We look forward to
hosting exhibitions, events
and community collaborations
at our Riverside Studio.

But Wait, There’s More!

We are also thrilled to collaborate with
the Napa Valley Education Foundation
to bring Nimbus art programs to their
new Discovery Campus — the beautiful,
former Oxbow Art School site — in the
heart of downtown Napa! Our mission
s officially reaching North & South,
bringing the transformative power of
art to more people than ever before. We
are so excited about this opportunity to get more creativity and
fine arts programs into the hands and hearts of our community!

Culture & Community Art

Nimbus Arts and the UpValley Family Centers proudly hosted
our 17th annual Dia de los Muertos Community Celebration. The
successful event brought together hundreds of people of all ages
and backgrounds to celebrate the traditions of our Mexican Amer-
ican community. Community altars, emblematic of the holiday,
were created by families, students and organizations, and adorned
the perimeter of the event. The vibe was festive, with vendors
oy offering traditional Mexican

art, food and drink, while
performing artists enter-
tained the crowd with music
and folklorico dance.

Nimbus Arts offered a
variety of hands-on, cultur-
ally-themed art activities,
including mask painting and
decorating calaveras (sugar
skulls). A highlight this year
was the festive collaborative
mural, painted live through-
out the event.

Transformative Art Serving At-Promise Youth

For 9 years Nimbus Arts has offered the healing power of art pro-
gramming to youth who are at risk/at promise in partnership with
Napa County Court and Community Schools and Juvenile Hall.

This year, our teaching artists and students collaborated on a
series of full-scale courtyard murals depicting California landmarks
at Crossroads School inside Juvenile Hall. More than 36 incar-
cerated youth participated, gaining vital skills in self-expression,
healing, and career
development. The
murals, student-led
and signed, now
brighten the space
with monumental
impact.

Barbara Nemko,
Napa County Super-
intendent of Schools,
noted the healing
power of Nimbus Arts programming, “Youth who find themselves
in Juvenile Hall... begin to realize that they can succeed, and they
do have worth. It can be life changing.”

We are very grateful for the support of NVUSD and Nimbus
Arts donors for keeping these powerful programs available.

Summer Classes and Camps

This summer was a whirlwind of cre-
ativity! Each year our talented team
imagines and creates new ideas and
projects for art exploration, and this
summer was especially creative! Over
300 young artists explored a kaleido-
scope of weekly summer camp themes.
Nimbus Arts led 14 camps this sum-
mer ranging from “Clay and Play” to
“Farm Fresh” and the ever-popular “Pa-
rade and Float” camp. At each camp ' :
our students dove into artmaking, collaboration and fun. We are
especially proud of our Parade and Float camp artists this year!
Their incredible creativity truly shined with our “Dream Cloud"-
themed
float for the
Calistoga
4th of July
Parade, which
won “Best in
Show"! We
are beyond
thrilled to
celebrate our
students and
their amazing
achievement.
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Igniting Creativity: Art Programs for All Ages

The demand for adult art programming in the Napa Valley is
continually growing, and we are committed to fueling that spark of
curiosity. In the past five years, we have doubled our programs for
adults, bringing fresh, innovative instruction to our studios. Our
Guest Artist Series offered unique workshops, from ceramicist
Malia Landis's delicate Press-mold and Paperclay® processes to
the beautiful art of Italian sgraffito. We also hosted a master class
in collaborative large-scale mosaic, demonstrating that art con-
nects and strengthens the bonds
that bring communities together.
| For many, our most-loved
M Classes are often holiday-themed
. favorites, including Everlasting
Pumpkins, the Holiday Card
Printing Workshop, Holiday Glass
Votives, and the Holiday Orna-
ment-making Studio. Come enjoy
your favorite class with Nimbus
Arts and make your next season
" truly memorable!

Supporting
Teaching Artists

At Nimbus, we believe that art is
best taught by working artists who

Community, Connection & Free Art

Art-making delivers proven health +
wellness benefits, and making art to-
gether creates opportunities for self-ex-
pression and interpersonal interaction.
Throughout the school year, Nimbus Arts
offers Teen Tuesday — a vital, weekly
space for teens in our community to learn,
share, create, and express themselves with
FREE art programming. Young people
aged 12-19 are welcome every Tuesday
evening from 6-8 p.m. to engage with
each other and take part in an inspiring, rotating variety of art me-
dia and themes. Teens highly value this regular time — complete
with space, tools, and snacks — led by adult artists who provide
mentoring, guidance, and structure, but never pressure, to create.
This safe creative environment is vital for self-expression and
positive peer interaction.

Featured Student Artist: Cameron Caldwell

Cameron started classes with Nimbus Arts many moons ago and
has always considered Nimbus a supportive creative “home.” But
it's his love of clay that has become the focus of his passion over

L - B the past 4 years. Now at age 25,
Cameron is an accomplished master
of sculpture. His works have gained
national recognition, especially his
ceramic vases inspired by quirky
expressions, celebrity faces, and
natural organic forms. Architectural
Digest recently published a wonder-
ful article highlighting Cameron's
work saying, “he...now uses his
unrestrained imagination to create eye-catching, colorfully tactile
vases.” https./www.architecturaldigest.com/story/meet-the-san-francisco-
ceramicist-using-celebrity-faces-as-his-inspiration

share their knowledge, experience
and passion. Our community of
Teaching Artists is the lifeblood of
our organization — they are creative,
kind, talented, nimble, endlessly
patient, and full of fresh ideas and
enthusiasm. Many of them have
been with us since our founding,
others joined us after taking classes
here, and now there is a new gener-
ation of teaching artists who grew
up coming to Nimbus Arts!

Supporting these incredible individuals, through employment
and commission-based art-selling opportunities, is a key part of
our mission, aimed at ensuring that our vital artists can contin-
ue to thrive as valued members of our Napa Valley community.
Thank you for continuing with us on this meaningful, art-filled and
joyful adventure!
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Follow Creativity!

nimbus-arts
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SUPPORT NIMBUS ARTS!


https://nimbusarts.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/nimbusarts/donation.jsp?test=true&campaign=16&
https://www.instagram.com/nimbus_arts/
https://www.facebook.com/nimbusarts/
https://www.nimbusarts.org
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/meet-the-san-francisco-ceramicist-using-celebrity-faces-as-his-inspiration

